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In recent years, there have been positive changes in teaching and research; however, these are insufficient. The responsibility falls on the 

university, the undeniable center of knowledge, since it must embrace teaching and research, and transform it so that it results in the greatest 

economic, political and social development of the country. The objective was to know the attitude towards research in Education students of a 

national university in Metropolitan Lima 2022. The sample consisted of 110 students from the Faculty of Education during the year 2022. The 

information was collected through the version revised scale of attitudes towards research (EACIN). The results indicated that 70% had a bad 

attitude towards research; 21.8%, regular level and 8.2%, good attitude. Interest in research was similar between the fair and poor levels, 45.5% 

and 42.7%, respectively; only 11.8% presented a good level. 68.2% showed a poor vocation for research; 25.5%, regular level and 6.4%, good. 

The evaluation of the investigation had the highest percentage in the bad level, 81.8%; regular level with 14.5% and good valuation 3.6%. 
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INTRODUCTION 

It is undeniable that the pandemic caused by covid-19 has 

slowed down investigative activities as a result of biosafety 

measures such as social distancing, established by 

governments to prevent the spread of the virus. Given this, it 

demands, in universities, a change of vision, to consider 

research as a transversal activity and not as an isolated and 

independent course of university education. Even more so 

with the technological opportunities that facilitate access to 

information; All this must be linked with the appropriate 

methodologies for the motivation and promotion of research; 

in this way, achieve a better social development in the current 

globalized world [1]. The problem around scientific 

production is due to several factors, among them, the distance 

between teaching and research, which is perceived and 

transmitted to the student; therefore, the importance of 

knowing the attitudes towards research of university students, 

even more so in future teachers [2]. 

At the international level, an investigation was carried out in 

Taiwan, whose objective was to present concrete information 

on how ranking positions influence universities [3]. The 

findings suggest that the desire to improve university 

rankings has produced incentives that have fostered research 

by education professors, going from an average number of 

papers published per professor from 1 in 1993 to 4 in 2013. 

On the other hand, in Mexico, a study was carried out whose 

purpose was to know the attitude towards research shown by 

university students [4]. The results were that the attitudes of 

the respondents towards the investigation is fair to 

unfavorable. In addition, the influence of the teaching staff 

on the students was found, which is why the authors consider 

it necessary for teachers to have good equipment; in this way, 

the perception that their students have contributes to the 

investigative activities of the university students. The 

research highlighted the importance of fostering motivation 

in students through their own research work by their teachers. 

Other authors presented the results of the International 

Association of Universities (IAU) survey that aims to show a 

general approach to the situation of higher education during 

the pandemic [5]. 80% of institutions state that research has 

been affected by the cancellation of scientific conferences 

and international travel; In addition, 52% of institutions run 

the risk of not completing their research projects. This 

situation provides the opportunity to create scientific 

knowledge both to understand and respond to the pandemic 

and, in the future, to face any crisis situation. There are higher 

education institutions that have not stopped their scientific 
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 production and taking advantage of telecommunications and 

free access to electronic publications, continue to create 

science [1]. On the other hand, in a study carried out in 

Paraguay, it was identified that 90% of those surveyed 

consider that research training will contribute to their 

professional development; In addition, 80% show interest in 

participating in research meetings. Regarding their self-

perception of the ability to present research projects, only 

27% consider themselves capable and more than 40% say 

they do not feel prepared. In addition, 42% of the respondents 

state that they have participated in scientific events and in 

relation to their teachers, more than 37% maintain that their 

teachers encourage research activities [6]. 

At the national level, few studies were observed that study 

attitudes towards research in university students in the 

pedagogical field, most of which focus on the health sector, 

since research not only combats and prevents diseases, but is 

also a crucial activity in education. medical career [7]. In 

Madre de Dios, a study was carried out with students from a 

pedagogical institute whose results show that almost 57% 

show an attitude that is not very favorable to research and 

only almost 19% have a favorable attitude [8]. The instrument 

used evaluated dimensions such as self-assessment, incidence 

of teachers and institutional incidence, for which it 

recommends that the competent institutional authorities 

promote programs with a view to strengthening investigative 

competences and in teachers, a more efficient didactics to 

favor the attitudes of the students. students. 

Consequently, there must necessarily be investigative skills 

in teachers, since one of the main problems is that teachers 

have not received the necessary training nor do they have the 

experience to carry out research [9]. Therefore, it is 

recommended to establish criteria to encourage research 

activities in teachers, since they are responsible for training 

people for the future. It is not conceivable to think of a teacher 

who teaches research without doing research [10]. 

 

Attitudes towards Research 

The attitude towards research is the inclination influenced by 

psychological and affective states for or against research and 

is linked to academic training because it involves reflection 

and critical analysis [11]. It is the person's position before the 

investigation, which can be rejection, indifference or 

acceptance, strongly linked to the motivational component 

[12,13]. Attitudes can have an impact on learning research 

methodology [14], since they play an essential role within 

society in relation to the disposition that students show 

towards science and in general towards new knowledge [12]. 

When students enter the university, they show different 

attitudes that change throughout their training; however, they 

have in common the desire to obtain their professional degree 

without imagining the close relationship with the research 

activities that must be developed within the university. It is 

referred that the psychological characteristics represented by 

sensations of liking or disliking may or may not favor 

investigative skills and thus the attitude towards research 

[2,13]. 

A favorable attitude towards research is very important in all 

university students, since it allows them to approach reality, 

study it, analyze it and propose scientific solutions [11] ; in 

the same way, it contributes to one's own academic and 

professional performance [15]. 

The negative attitude of students towards research is 

influenced by institutional conditions and by the opinion they 

have of their teachers, since they are the ones who motivate 

students to carry out certain activities, fostering confidence 

and security [10]. The image of the teacher is fundamental in 

the training of the future teacher because he is considered a 

model or reference to replicate his future pedagogical 

exercise. In addition, it should be noted that institutional 

practices, strategic planning, curricular content and lines of 

research that respond to the needs of society play an 

important role in the training of future professionals [2,16]. 

An essential element in the initial teacher training is the 

development of attitudes for research because, through them, 

teaching is exercised in an innovative, critical and reflective 

way [8]. On the other hand, some authors analyze factors 

related to attitudes towards research such as 

sociodemographic factors, including age, gender, school of 

origin, place of residence [11]. In one study, no significant 

relationship was found between them and attitude towards 

research [17]. Others did find a significant relationship 

between the attitude towards research and the variables of sex 

and age, with the female gender and the older age group 

showing the best attitude towards research [7,8]. In the same 

way, a favorable attitude was found mainly in the female sex 

and in correspondence to the emotional and cognitive 

component [18]. In relation to the variable degree of research 

studies, it was pointed out that, in the first years, there is a 

better attitude towards research and that, as the years 

continue, research decreases [19]. 

 

Role of the University 

The statistics prove that the number of investigations carried 

out in the country is scarce. The problem arises from basic 

education schools, teachers do not encourage the search for 

information, reading habits and critical analysis; a situation 

that is aggravated in higher education, since the completion 

of theses, research projects, essays is not adequately 

promoted, nor is research activity coordinated with other 

courses [11]. From teacher training, the importance of 

learning and using science for students should be reinforced 

[20] ; as it is noted that this lack occurs both in teaching and 

in research training and not only in universities in Peru, but 

also in Latin America [21]. In this regard, in Mexico, the 

degree rates by thesis are low, both undergraduate and 

postgraduate students opt for other modalities. This situation 

not only influences the image of the university, but also the 

relevance of the graduate, who enters the labor field with 

great training deficiencies. However, interventions have been 
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carried out with favorable results that seek to reduce the 

syndrome, except for research and thesis [10]. 

Thus, universities are responsible for training professionals, 

but also for training researchers, for this they must develop a 

series of actions aimed at promoting attitudes and skills; in 

this way, students can efficiently carry out research activities 

[22,23,24] and, on the other hand, achieve professional 

success, because research cannot be separated from 

university education. Even more so in the pedagogical career, 

research becomes inherent both for the development of 

critical thinking, the scientific understanding of the 

educational reality and the link between pedagogical theory 

and practice; in this way, future teachers are able to work in 

a committed and continuous way to improve education [25] 

since the excellence and prestige of the university is based on 

the quality of its teachers and the quality of its scientific 

production [10]. What has been described forms a 

transformative duality, since teaching and research are basic 

functions of all university institutions and are, in turn, 

functions inseparable from teaching [26]. 

It is required that the study plans are linked to the subjects 

and influenced in such a way that the university training 

activities direct the student to enter the world of research so 

that, through its application, he or she can solve multiple 

problems with the in order to increase educational quality 

[27,28,29]. Likewise, for Medina (2018), the university 

develops research from two aspects. The first, formative 

research, that is, certain investigative activities are included 

in the curriculum, discerning the area of knowledge, since 

greater priority is given to professionalization [30]. The 

second, training for research, whose purpose is to train 

professional researchers. An example cited by the author is 

the Pontifical Catholic University of Peru, which encourages 

the development of research activities and supports students 

and advisory teachers with the necessary resources. 

In addition to what has already been described, a deficiency 

is found in that there is little scientific production that is 

mainly due to the attitudes of the students and that is that in 

the universities they are encouraged to carry out research, and 

the fact of publishing [ 23] ; however, these two actions must 

be associated because only in this way can the research 

process be completed and, consequently, the spread of 

knowledge [31]. We can cite as a response to the problem, the 

University Law No. 30220 that although it was approved and 

enacted in 2014, from there it has been opening the way 

towards a higher education of excellence based on research, 

as indicated in the articles 48° to 54° that corresponds to the 

investigative activity, in an entire chapter of the 

aforementioned law. In addition, it is the first difference 

between the current law and the extinct Law No. 23733, 

orientation towards research and orientation towards 

teaching, respectively [27]. 

Although the regulatory changes have contributed to the 

increase in scientific production, work must still be done to 

increase the quality of this production, which is limited due 

to a lack of budget and qualified teachers. A deficient aspect 

in the universities that do not achieve their licensing is related 

to the investigative activities [27]. 

In virtual to the aforementioned, universities, especially 

public ones, only provide the space to carry out research, but 

do not provide equipment, tools or any type of financing to 

develop these processes, which leads the student to give up 

research [1 ]. On the other hand, not only teaching science 

and restructuring the curriculum giving more time to science 

training will be enough, it is also necessary to work on 

attitudes towards science and research to work on them [20]. 

 

Dimensions of the Variable Attitudes towards 
Research 

The instrument considers two dimensions for the attitude 

towards research: positive attitude and negative attitude [19] 

; however, the present study evaluates the variable 

considering 3 dimensions [15] : 

1) Interest in research. The interest in investigative activities 

is proactivity; that is, how the student acts in front of the 

investigation [2]. In this regard, it is considered that 

motivation allows proactivity in the investigation and search 

for new knowledge to strengthen the investigative activity 

[2]. In addition, it includes the component called exclusivity 

of research activities, which denotes the erroneous belief of 

the student that only some can carry out research, and 

therefore lack of interest in science. 

2) Vocation for research. It is the desire for knowledge, it is 

the passion for new knowledge [32]. The vocation has its 

origin in the religious, because to serve God one had to wait 

for the call [2]. It is mentioned that this call is the response or 

a gift, not something we do, but something of our own that is 

embodied deep within [32]. 3) Evaluation of the 

investigation. It is the importance given to research for 

personal and professional development [12]. 

 

METHODOLOGY 

The sample consisted of 110 students from the Faculty of 

Education of a national university in metropolitan Lima 

during the year 2022. To measure the attitudes towards 

research variable, the revised version of the scale of attitudes 

towards research (EACIN) was used, which was applied to a 

Colombian sample. The instrument consists of 28 items 

organized in 3 dimensions scored on a Likert-type scale. It 

has been previously validated by the judgment of 8 experts 

and good internal consistency was evidenced with a value of 

0.87 in its Cronbach's Alpha coefficient [15]. 
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RESULTS 
Table 1: Distribution of levels of the variable attitude towards research and its dimensions 

levels Bad Regular Good Total 

F % F % F % F % 

Attitude towards research 77 70 24 21.8 9 8.2 110 100 

Interest in research 47 42.7 fifty 45.5 13 11.8 110 100 

Vocation for research 75 68.2 28 25.5 7 6.4 110 100 

Research assessment 90 81.8 16 14.5 4 3.6 110 100 

 

 
Figure 1: Distribution in levels of the variable attitude towards research and its dimensions 

 

Table 1 and figure 1, in relation to the attitude towards 

research, 70% showed a bad attitude; 21.8%, regular level 

and 8.2%, good attitude. In the interest in research, 42.7% had 

a poor level; 45.5%, regular level and 11.8%, good level. In 

the vocation for research, 68.2% had a bad level; 25.5%, 

regular level and 6.4%, good. In the evaluation of the 

investigation, 81.8% had a bad level; 14.5%, regular level and 

3.6%, of good evaluation. 

 

DISCUSSION 

There are many needs that a good level of scientific research 

entails in universities, so it is important to know what the 

attitudes of future education professionals are with respect to 

research, since, for Paulo Freire, "research is inherent to 

teaching practice, that is, only by teaching is research done 

and while doing research is learning to teach” (p.112) [33]. 

Regarding the results on the attitude towards research, it was 

shown that the vast majority, 70%, had a bad attitude towards 

research. In accordance with this, a low attitude was found in 

university students from different university careers [34]. 

Likewise, the students presented a low attitude in the 

affective and behavioral categories. Additionally, these 

results coincided, in a certain way, with others who 

determined that the attitude is unfavorable in students of a 

pedagogical institute, because they perceive that they are not 

strengthening the necessary skills for scientific development 

[22]. 

Other studies with different university populations show 

similar results. In psychology students, it was identified that 

the attitude towards research was regular to unfavorable [4], 

and differs from those who point out that students have 

favorable attitudes towards research [14]. 

On the contrary, it was found in Nursing students, a high and 

moderately favorable positive attitude [11,17]. In the case of 

Stomatology students, a regular attitude towards research 

prevails [24]. A relevant aspect is to note the weaknesses 

regarding the development of capacities to present research 

projects to calls, which would encourage greater participation 

in this type of event because "the attitude is not innate in the 

student, it depends on various aspects, such as intrinsic 

motivation” (p.108) [6]. 

Interest in Research 

The results show that the interest in research is bad for 42.7% 

and regular for 45.5% of the respondents. In contrast to this, 

in a study carried out in Paraguay, it was determined that 80% 

of the respondents show interest in participating in research 

meetings; however, they state that there are no frequent calls 

to engage in research work in their faculties, thus losing a 

valuable opportunity to train new researchers [6]. The lack of 

interest poses a problem for science and can be considered 

cause as well as effect; because as a cause it hinders attitudes; 

while, as an effect, it may not be a guarantee of motivation 

[35]. 
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Vocation for Research 

In relation to the vocation for research, 68.2% of the students 

showed a bad vocation for research and only in 6.4% of 

students, it is good. Two authors agree that factors external to 

the individual influence the construction of knowledge, 

therefore, it can be inferred that investigative skills can be 

acquired [36,37]. The studies cited show how scientific 

research can be promoted. Didactic strategies are essential for 

scientific training, arouse the concern of potential 

researchers, develop communication skills, teamwork and 

tolerance towards other researchers [36]. A research training 

model is proposed for initial teacher training that includes 3 

strategies: active and collaborative learning, a cross-cutting 

model, and research hotbeds [37]. What is sought is not only 

to provide the necessary conditions that allow, to a large 

extent, the maximum development of investigative skills, but 

also to improve didactic experiences for use in schools 

[10,20]. Additionally, the investigative journey requires 

patience and dedication, as well as internal conviction, 

without this being decisive, since research demands mastery 

of superior methods and skills that can be acquired [32]. 

Approaches refer that there is a link between the vocation for 

research and the lack of interest in research; as well as the 

relationship between vocation and appreciation for research 

[4]. 

 

Research Assessment 

In the evaluation of the investigation, 81.8% had a bad level; 

14.5%, regular level and 3.6%, of good evaluation. Similar to 

this, it is suggested that students mostly have a medium and 

low self-assessment regarding their abilities for research [10]. 

Although many students reject research, they recognize its 

value in their professional training. In this regard, according 

to a study carried out in Paraguay, 90% of those surveyed 

consider that research training will contribute to their 

professional development, however, in terms of their self-

perception of the ability to present research projects, only 

27% considered capable and more than 40% stated that they 

did not feel prepared [6]. Similar results were found that, 

regarding the image towards science, Primary and Early 

Childhood Education students showed favorable positions, 

especially when considering it important for the country; In 

addition, around 90% express that it is relevant to learn 

science at school age, for which 66% of participants agreed 

or strongly agreed with working science in a practical way; 

but they recognize limitations for their teaching [20]. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

Higher education institutions, inclined to meet the current 

educational demands, have been incorporating activities 

conducive to promoting research, as well as directing their 

gaze to adapt their academic programs to integrate science in 

the development of the entire university career; however, the 

attitudes that students show from their initial teacher training 

must be taken into account and timely intervention with 

strategies that arouse interest and motivation towards 

scientific production. 

The interest in and appreciation for research must be worked 

from the schools, encouraging the profile of the research 

teacher; In this way, upon reaching university classrooms, the 

future professional will have the necessary conditions to 

innovate and contribute scientifically to society and, later, 

upon graduation, can replicate it through didactic strategies 

in schools. 

This study provides relevant information regarding the 

attitudinal aspect regarding research activity; however, it is 

also necessary to know the cognitive aspect of the university 

student, their skills, domains and competencies that they 

have. This provides advantageous information for teachers 

and higher education institutions to focus their efforts on 

developing the procedural aspect; in this way, achieve the 

profile of research professor that our country demands. 
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